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Vicars Bulletin
Patronal Sunday 2011
Today is Back to Church Sunday and it is also our Patronal Sunday when we acknowledge that we are named after Michael the archangel. Patronals are an interesting time as we remember where our roots are but also look forward.

I introduced this verse earlier this year

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

Matthew 4:19

I said that it contained the core truths of what being a disciple and a church is about. That is the ideas of COME, FOLLOW and GO. 
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As I was thinking about this I recognised that our yearly rhythm can help us. So if we look at the period of time from September to Christmas. We have quite a few Sundays with specific emphasizes – this Sunday is our Patronal Sunday and Back to Church Sunday; then there is harvest, then there is remembrance and our memorial services, then there is confirmation and finally Christmas. 
All of these have a key idea of COME and see. So to focus on this idea of inviting others and make this our primary thought during this part of the year gives a shape and purpose to what we do.
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Then from January to March we often run lent courses and other such events that encourage our following. So this fits with FOLLOW. Then from May onwards the readings are very much the book of Acts and the reaching out beyond our walls and with the summer weather our events seem to naturally move outside the building. So to use this time to think about GO would be right.

This then gives us a pattern of stressing different parts of our church’s life at different points in the year, of playing to our strengths, our natural rhythm. Of course it shouldn’t tie us rigidly and doesn’t mean there won’t be exceptions. The idea of welcome should be there all the year round, developing our discipleship is important at all times and being ready to share our faith whenever we are asked. But for a couple of cycles to be more focused about these areas will help us to reflect and refine what we do and who we are.
So what might this look like for the next twelve months. Well we are already in the COME part of the year and I hope you will use the different special services to invite friends and family to come along. The sermons are based around the Alpha material to both be accessible for newer members but also encourage regulars in how to explain what it is we believe. Also there is ‘Alpha Lite’. A chance to come and asked questions about the topics raised Sunday by Sunday. This short course will also act as our confirmation preparation. If you have not been confirmed then why not use the next few months as a chance to develop your relationship with God and the church. Our confirmation service will be a special one in that on that Sunday it will be the only service. It is November 27th at 11am and Bishop David, the Bishop of Birmingham, is joining us.
Thinking about the period January to Easter and the idea of FOLLOW. During the early part of the year we need to renew our electoral roll. This is nothing to do with political or community councils and voting. This is a quite separate list of members of the Church of England that each parish church has to renew each five years. So there will be a simple form that everyone will need to complete to be a member of St. Michael’s and be able to vote at the annual meeting and other such activities. Therefore I will be using some of this time to help us think about what it means to be a member of the Church of England but especially of St. Michael’s. Then we hit Lent in mid-February. The PCC will discuss next month what aspect of FOLLOW we will consider both on a Sunday and midweek as we are not running a Churches Together course then.
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Instead we are saving our energies to do something together in the summer period around the Olympics. This will fit in very much with the GO theme. Initially from Easter to Pentecost the individuals churches will be considering how to encourage each one of us to be more confident in our faith and expressing it, whether this is in word or deed. Then at Pentecost we will have our usual Churches Together Joint Service. Following this each church will organise different events linked to the Olympics. This will be twofold. Some will simply be what we normally do but with an Olympic theme. Others will be a more specialist one off event. If each church in our group puts on one or two extra events open to all, we will have about twelve different events over say a six week period. These events will be more specialised, aimed at different ages or groups in the community. Some will be on church premises but others hopefully will be based in the community. The idea is to make them as accessible as we can. Keep a look out closer to the time to see what is going on.
Linking in with this during August our services will have an Olympic theme. We will particularly pick this up in our 10.30am service. This year because of holidays we didn’t have a band every week and this pushed us to be a bit more adventurous. This was favourably received and so the aim will be to repeat the adventure next August. And then we come to September and not only has the year gone but we start the cycle again!

COME, FOLLOW, GO.
These simple words are transformed when spoken by Jesus. They invite us to join him on an amazing journey of faith. One that will have ups and downs, twists and turns but one that is never meant to be done on our own. If we think of fishing, we often picture a solitary figure, hunched under an umbrella, with a rod and line. When Jesus called Peter, James and John to come and follow him, they saw fishing as something done together. That is the role of church in all its different forms, from small groups to large groups. The Christian journey is one to be done alongside others. We not only gain encouragement and support from others but we also find that we give it as well. There is lots going on this year to build us all up in body, mind and spirit. Be a part of it!
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Almighty God,

by your command time runs its course;

forgive our impatience,

perfect our faith,

and, while we wait for the fulfilment of your promises,

grant us to have a good hope because of your word;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.









